March 3, 2016
MARCH AUTHORITY BOARD MEETING

CALL TO ORDER: The March 3rd meeting of the Gun Lake Area Sewer & Water Authority was called to
order at 7:00 pm.
ROLL CALL: Township Supervisors present: Tom Rook of Orangeville Township, Glenn Leep of Martin
Township, Roger VanVolkinburg of Wayland Township and Mark Englerth of Yankee Springs Township.
GLASA employees present: Director Larry Knowles and Secretary Lois Kahllo.
REVIEW AUTHORITY MINUTES: The minutes from the February 4th Board meeting were reviewed.
Mr. Rook motioned to approve the minutes with Mr. VanVolkinburg supporting, motion carried 4-0.

HEAR THOSE PRESENT: No one.
DIRECTOR'S REPORT:

1. Yankee Springs Water System. Mr. Knowles showed an aerial view of the Water
Tower on a projector. Could easily see the Sprint antennas and hand rails. It also showed the
discoloration of the lower part of the bulb caused by condensation. Have contracted with
Fedewa, Inc. to power wash the Tower for $3,400 this spring. We have switched to Neptune
water meters in any new house install.
Contacted attorney Ms. Catherine Kaufman regarding updating Water System ordinances. She
hopes to have completed ordinances ready by next Yankee Springs Township meeting. The
change will reflect the homeowner’s responsibility for their water line from the house to the riser,
as the sewer ordinance already does state that.
2. Grievance. Mr. Knowles shared an email from Teamsters representative Joel Gutzki
regarding a grievance from the three union employees who use health insurance, against
GLASA management because of a change in deductible in the Blue Cross policy. The
deductible was out of GLASA's control as BCBS raised it from $2000 to $2700. Employees
wanted to be paid for the additional $700. The first year of the Union contract, 2014, the
deductible was $3000, and a negotiated benefit; the current deductible is still lower than the
original year. The Board denied the grievance, motion Mr. VanVolkinburg, seconded Mr. Leep.
Motion passed 4-0. The other full time employees had opted out of GLASA's insurance benefit.
2. Storm Water Discussion. The Lake Allegan/Kalamazoo River Watershed Phosphorus TMDL
(total maximum daily load) Committee has requested the Townships adopt a storm water ordinance. Mr.
Knowles had previously delivered a standard storm water ordinance for adoption to the four township
Supervisors. Mr. Rook asked Mr. Knowles to provide him with the current Wayland Township’s storm
water ordinance, for a possible solution to Orangeville’s obligation. There was a group discussion about
possibly adopting the Allegan County Drain Commissioner's rules.

3. Screw Pumps. A replacement quote for one of the screw pumps came in at
$126,900 plus installation. It has to be built to our specifications and will take twenty weeks to
be delivered.
4. Maintenance Supervisor. Mr. Knowles has offered a new supervisory position to an
applicant. The position was posted on several online websites as well as the Reminder and
Banner. New employee to start March 7.

5. Middleville Tool & Die. The pressure discharge line along Patterson Road
connecting this business has frequently been constricted. After the last plug GLASA installed a
couple of entry points for clean outs and to jet rod the line. The company has installed strainers
to filter out debris from manufacturing. Our pumps at the lift station has had new cutters and
shredders installed giving it more power.
.

NEW BUSINESS: Two new sewer permits were issued in February, both in Yankee Springs Township
on Bayou Court and one on Parker Drive.
WATER BUSINESS: The February report of the Yankee Springs Water System showed daily operation,
maintenance and expenses. The monthly operating report was electronically submitted to the water
department at the MDEQ. All of the MDEQ monthly water testing was in compliance.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS: February payroll totaled $32,037.91
being directly deposited into employee’s bank accounts.

Payroll checks are now

Operation expenses used checks #13339-13381 totaling $74,012.91, making February's
expenses $106,050.19. Mr. VanVolkinburg made a motion to approve the total monthly bills for
operation and maintenance costs seconded by Mr. Leep, passed 4-0.
DISCUSSION: All Board members were in agreement that the 7:00 pm meeting time was much more
convenient for all. Noted that all the Township meetings are held in the evening.
ADJOURNMENT: Next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 7th at 7:00 pm.

